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1. INTRODUCTION  

The Farming for Water (FFW) EIP_AGRI Project in County Tipperary, proposes to manage 

the invasive alien plant species (IAPS) Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) on four 

sub basins in County Tipperary. The works aim to manage the óspread and dispersalô of Giant 

hogweed that has been recorded growing along the watercourses, in tandem with the 

Management Plan. INVAS Biosecurity Ltd. (INVAS) was commissioned to produce an 

Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening report to assess the potential adverse effects of the 

project (alone and in combination with other plans or projects) on the Natura 2000 network. 

The AA Screening will determine whether the project, is likely to have significant effects on a 

Natura 2000 site in relation to the siteôs conservation objectives. Where the significant effects 

are likely, uncertain or unknown at the screening stage, a NIS is required. 

1.1. INVAS Biosecurity Company Background 

INVAS Biosecurity Ltd. is an Irish company that uses the most up-to-date applied research and 

science to inform its environmental consultancy and contracting services. The team includes 

experienced contractors and world-renowned scientists. The company specialises in the control 

and management of harmful invasive species on land and in water, and on developing materials 

and methods to conduct and promote best biosecurity practice by all. Clients include State and 

semi-State organisations, cross-border bodies, Local Authorities, Consultants, Contractors, 

among others. Staff are currently involved with a number of national and multi-national 

European projects, all with a primary focus on the judicious management of invasive species. 

Dr. William Earle has a Ph.D. in invasive species management and is working full-time with 

INVAS since 2016. William has developed and implemented site-specific Management Plans 

for invasive terrestrial and aquatic plant species, including Knotweeds (Bohemian, Giant, 

Japanese and Himalayan), Giant hogweed, Himalayan balsam, Rhododendron, Lagarosiphon 

and Nuttallôs pondweed at sites across Ireland. He was a cluster lead in an EU funded project 

ñInvasive alien species (IAS): improvement of understanding and communicationò. He is 

responsible for IAS, macrophyte and ecological field surveys using drone and GPS technology. 

He oversees GIS mapping and map production in INVAS, as well as the preparation of site 

survey reports and Appropriate Assessments. He has recently completed several AAôs for a 

range of clients, with some of those produced including; 

¶ AA Screening & Natura Impact Statement for the Suileen River Enhancement Plan in 

the Corrib Catchment  
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¶ AA Screening & Natura Impact Statement for the Garracloon River Enhancement Plan 

in the Moy Catchment 

¶ Appropriate Assessment Screening for the Management of Lagarosiphon major in 

Lough Corrib 

¶ Appropriate Assessment Stage 1 Screening for Wild Salmon and Sea Trout Tagging 

Scheme (Amendment) Regulations 2020 & Appropriate Assessment Stage 1 Screening 

for Conservation of Salmon and Sea Trout (Draft Nets and Snap Nets) Bye-law, 2021 

¶ Appropriate Assessment Stage 1 Screening for Invasive Alien Plant Species 

Management on the Owenea River. 

1.2. Legislative context 

The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) provide a legal 

framework for Europe's nature conservation policies. In Ireland, both Directives have 

combined to established an ecological network of protected areas, known as Natura 2000 sites, 

which require special consideration when planning projects or developments. The network 

consists of Special Protection Areas (SPA), for the protection of Annex I birds, regular 

migratory birds and their habitats and Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) for the protection 

of Annex I habitats and Annex II flora and fauna, other than birds. Also included as part of the 

network are candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSAC) and proposed Special Protection 

Areas (pSPA). 

Article 6 (3) of The Habitats Directive sets out the requirement for Appropriate Assessment in 

relation to Natura 2000 sites for any plan or project that is likely to have a significant effect on 

the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site. An Appropriate Assessment is an evaluation 

of the potential effects of the proposed plans, on their own or in combination with other 

projects, on the habitat types and species protected by the Natura 2000 network. 

ñAny plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of 

the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in 

combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of 

its implications for the site in view of the siteôs conservation objectives. In the light of 

the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the site and subject to the 

provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan 
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or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of 

the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general 

public.ò 

Article 6 (4) of The Habitats Directive forms part of the procedure of assessment and possible 

authorisation, by the competent national authorities, of plans and projects likely to affect a 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC), a Special Protected Area (SPA) or a Site of Community 

Importance (SCI). 

óIf, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence 

of alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for 

imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social or 

economic nature, the Member State shall take all compensatory measures necessary to 

ensure that the overall coherence of Natura 2000 is protected. It shall inform the 

Commission of the compensatory measures adopted. Where the site concerned hosts a 

priority natural habitat type and/or a priority species, the only considerations which 

may be raised are those relating to human health or public safety, to beneficial 

consequences of primary importance for the environment or, further to an opinion from 

the Commission, to other imperative reasons of overriding public interestô. 

Each stage of the appropriate assessment method is a source of origin for the next stage. Each 

decision made will influence the outcome of the assessment, so a careful approach to the 

documentation of the results at each stage is needed for sufficient traceability and transparency 

of each decision. The AA will provide a detailed investigation into the possible risks that a 

proposed plan or project may have on a Natura 2000 site, with respect to its objectives for 

conservation. The aim of an AA is not to prohibit a project, plan or activities. An AA is to 

address any concern for possible threats that a project or plan may have to Natura 2000 sites, 

with Article 6(3) at the forefront of each decision in each stage, this includes any decision 

relating to funding and other supports. 

1.3. Stages 

The European Commissionôs methodological guidance  promotes a four-stage process, as set 

out below, to complete an Appropriate Assessment:  

Å Stage 1 ï Screening for Appropriate Assessment  
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Stage 1 involves determining whether a project or plan, individually or combined with another, 

requires an AA screening. An AA screening is a thorough impact assessment that identifies 

whether a project or plan will have any effect on a Natura 2000 site, relating to the tests of 

Article 6 (3). If a project or plan is considered to have significant or possibly significant effects, 

or it is uncertain whether the Natura 2000 site will be affected, an AA screening will be 

necessary with the process proceeding to stage 2. Modification of the AA screening can only 

be done in the circumstances that the impact on the Natura 2000 site can be prevented by doing 

so. If the project or plan is deemed to have no risk of impact on the site, full evidence and 

justification must be provided. 

Å Stage 2 ï Appropriate Assessment  

The AA requires a description of the Natura 2000 site(s) that could be affected, with data, 

information, and analysis of the possible effects on the site, provided in a Natura Impact 

Statement (NIS). This AA must also include measures that can be taken to reduce or prevent 

any possible impacts on the site. There is no defined method for the AA, but it must be 

conducted based on scientific evidence and methods. The NIS must be prepared by ecological 

specialists and with input from other relevant experts such as hydrologists or engineers. The 

NIS must be prepared for advocate of the project or plan to submit to a capable authority for 

review. The capable authority proceeds with the AA after successful review of the NIS. The 

project or plan will have to be stopped or it will be required to proceed to stage 3 if it cannot 

avoid or mitigate the impacts on the Natura 2000 site. 

Å Stage 3 ï Alternative Solutions and  

Alternative solutions to the project or plan are reviewed in this stage. These alternatives may 

allow the project or plan to be carried out with no significant effects to the Natura 2000 site. If 

any alternative is considered, the proposal must revert to stage 2 of the appropriate assessment. 

The alternative must be reviewed before the test of Article 6(4) is carried out. The project or 

plan must be abandoned if no alternatives reduce or avoid the risk on the Natura 2000 site. If 

the negative impacts on the site can be completely avoided, the project or plan can be approved 

for progression.  

Å Stage 4 ï The óIROPI Testô (Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest) 

If the project or plan will have no harmful effects on the Natura 2000 site, it can now move on 

to be authorised by planning officials to decide on the approval or refusal of the project or plan. 
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Imperative reasons of overriding public interest, there are no alternatives that are less damaging 

and the identification of actions that will offset the possible damages are the only exceptions 

for the approval of a project or plan, if there is still a threat to the conservation of the Natura 

2000 site. The proposal must then go through the steps of Article 6(4). These extra measures 

are taken for special protection of the habitats and species listed in Annex I. IROPI reasons 

include concerns about public health and safety, or importance for the environment. Reasons 

that are not included here must be decided by the commission, with any measures that will 

compensate the damage to be approved by the minister. 
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2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

2.1. Background 

The project is in partnership with Tipperary County Council, the local community, farmers and 

other stakeholders are working to develop a remedial action plan to control the spread Giant 

hogweed and work towards its eradication. EIP-Agri projects are locally led and collaborative, 

addressing issues related to natural resources, such as water, through innovative approaches. 

The FFW EIP will introduce a proposed IAPS management programme in west Tipperary, 

dealing with Giant Hogweed. Severe infestations occur along the Toem, Cappawhite and 

Cahernahallia tributaries of the upper Mulkear/Dead River catchment in the Cappawhite area 

of Tipperary. A drone survey of the focus area has been conducted in 2024 (Figure 2.1). 

 

Figure 2.1: A map of the proposed works area provided to INVAS as part of the FFW 

EIP_AGRI Project Giant Hogweed Management Pilot Project in County Tipperary.  

2.2. Description of the proposed project 

The proposed project aims to manage Giant hogweed on all four sub-basins and their associated 

tributaries in County Tipperary. These include the (Cahernahallia_010 (23.81 km)(Figure 2.2), 

Cahernahallia_020 (15.23 km)(Figure 2.3), Cappawhite Stream_010 (10.63 km)(Figure 2.4) 

and Toem Stream_010 (18.96 km) (Figure 2.5). 
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Figure 2.2: A map of the proposed works area on the Cahernahallia_010 provided to INVAS as part of the FFW EIP_AGRI Project Giant Hogweed 

Management Pilot Project in County Tipperary.  
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Figure 2.3: A map of the proposed works area on the Cahernahallia_020 provided to INVAS as part of the FFW EIP_AGRI Project Giant Hogweed 

Management Pilot Project in County Tipperary.  
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Figure 2.4: A map of the proposed works area on the Cappawhite Stream_010 provided to INVAS as part of the FFW EIP_AGRI Project Giant 

Hogweed Management Pilot Project in County Tipperary.  
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Figure 2.5: A map of the proposed works area on the Toem Stream_010 provided to INVAS as part of the FFW EIP_AGRI Project Giant Hogweed 

Management Pilot Project in County Tipperary.  
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The LAWPRO in partnership with the local community, Tipperary County Council and other 

partners are working to develop a remedial action plan to control the spread and dispersal of 

Giant hogweed with the long-term plan to work towards its eradication in these sub-basins. 

With sanctioning to be received from the department, this work will be done through the 

Farming for Water EIP programme and will be included as one of the measures to help improve 

water quality. Giant hogweed is subject to restrictions under EU (Birds and Natural Habitats) 

Regulations, 2011(S.I. No. 477/2011), EU (Invasive Alien Species) Regulations 2024 (S.I. No. 

374/2024) and listed as an óIAS of Union concernô under EU IAS Regulation (1143/2014).  

The survey in 2024 generated distribution maps for Giant hogweed identified along the 

watercourses within the project area (Figure 2.2-2.5). The survey data collected will be used to 

provide indicative locations for the presence of Giant hogweed and inform management on the 

ground. The management process will follow the Management Plan provided and all 

recommended biosecurity measures that must be established to prevent the spread of IAPS 

beyond their current distributions as a result of the management works. These biosecurity 

measures are considered to be standard practice when managing this IAPS. The Management 

Plan has identified the measures necessary to control and prevent the spread of these species, 

and to make efforts to eradicate them from the areas identified. As there is the potential to cause 

the spread of IAPS during these management activities  

The Mulkear River drains a catchment area of approximately 650 km² spanning counties 

Limerick and Tipperary. It is regarded as an important Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) river and 

produces a significant annual Salmon run. It also holds substantial populations of sea lamprey, 

with otter also widespread but believed to be in decline based on recent evidence. The project 

is directly and indirectly connected with a NATURA 2000 site, the Lower River Shannon SAC 

(IE002165). The project fundamentally aims to manage a Regulated IAPS on the watercourse 

for the long-term protection of water quality and Natura 2000 protected habitats and species in 

the area. This will aim to prevent bankside subsidence associated with the species recorded as 

well as by reducing the risks to human health posed by Giant hogweed. In addition, the project 

aims to improve bankside stability and enhance the habitat for Freshwater Pearl Mussel 

(Margaretifera margaretifera), White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes), Sea 

Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus), Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri), Atlantic Salmon (Salmo 

salar) and Otter (Lutra lutra) (Table 2.2). The project fundamentally aims to enhance the 

quality of the local habitat and will help to achieve the Conservations Objectives of the SAC, 

for those species designated as a Feature of Interest. For example, a key target for Freshwater 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/374/made/en/print
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/374/made/en/print
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1483614313362&uri=CELEX:32014R1143
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Pearl Mussel is to provide sufficient habitat in favourable condition to allow the species to 

maintain itself on a long-term basis as a viable component of the Mulkear system (Table 2.2). 

Dense infestations of IAPS may impact on commuting routes for species such as Otter. Under 

the EU guidance in relation to the Natura 2000 network one of the key underlying principles is 

to maintain the most natural process as possible in relation to the Features of interest and the 

Conservation objectives. Although dense infestations of IAPS may provide some cover, the 

risks posed to the riparian habitat can have a detrimental impact on the features of interest and 

their conservation objectives. The management of IAPS infestations will create the conditions 

for more natural processes to occur within the Natura 2000 site. Due to the presence of the 

protected areas and the proposed use of herbicides, it has been deemed necessary to carry out 

an AA screening for this project. 

2.3. Giant hogweed 

Giant hogweed has been reported throughout each of the four sub-basins (Figures 2.2-2.5).  

Table 2.1: Species description and legislation relating to Giant hogweed. 

Distinguishing 

features 

Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) is a tall perennial herb (living 3-5 

years) with a thick branched taproot. The flowering stem grows up to 4m tall and 

10cm in diameter. It is fleshy, hollow, ribbed, green with significant red blotches, 

circular in cross section, and covered with hairs or bristles. The leaves are deeply 

lobed with coarse and serrated edges, and up to 2m across. Flowers are white (rarely 

pinkish), in umbels up to 80cm across. It can produce up to 50,000 seeds per plant, 

each up to 1.5cm long, flat, with oil ducts showing as dark stripes - 2 on one side 

and 4 on the other side. When fully grown its 'giant' stature make it readily 

identifiable. Immature plants may be confused with the native Common hogweed 

(Heracleum sphondylium) but this species has a much thinner stem 1-2cm, leaves 

are not as sharply divided and it is rarely more than 2m tall.  

Habitat  It is frequently encountered on waste ground, along rivers and streams, and in 

woodland fringes. 

Ecology After reaching maturity (normally 3 or 4 years old), it flowers, sets seed then dies. 

The majority of seeds germinate in their first year but some are capable of remaining 

dormant in the soil for up to 15 years. 

Impact It can result in significant biodiversity loss by shading or competitively excluding 

native riparian plants. It can cause erosion and subsidence of riverbanks when the 

plant dies back during winter exposing bare soil, and soil influx into rivers can 

render gravel substrates unsuitable for salmonid spawning. It impacts on human 

health as compounds in the sap can cause phytophotodermatitis within 24-48 hours 
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of exposure, with symptoms including: mild to severe blistering of the skin and 

hyper-pigmentation of burned parts of the skin for months or years after contact. 

Dispersal This species is dispersed solely by seeds.  

Legislation Subject to restrictions under EU (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011(S.I. 

No. 477/2011), EU (Invasive Alien Species) Regulations 2024 (S.I. No. 374/2024) 

and listed as an óIAS of Union concernô under EU IAS Regulation (1143/2014). 

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2024/si/374/made/en/print
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1483614313362&uri=CELEX:32014R1143
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Table 2.2: A representation of the feasibility and prioritisation of management methods available for Giant hogweed detected within the project 

area.  

Species name Indication of 

distribution in 

the project area 

Species specific risk 

factors  

Management 

methods 

Relative 

labour 

cost of 

each 

method 

Level of 

ecological 

disruption 

caused by 

management 

Feasibility for 

implementation 

of management 

method 

Appraisal of each Management method 

Giant hogweed  

 

Heracleum 

mantegazzianum 

Widespread ï 

Recorded 

throughout the 

project area with 

regular seed 

infestations 

arriving from the 

furthest 

upstream 

records  

High risk of 

reinfestation from 

upstream if no 

catchment wide 

management plan 

implemented. Seeds 

may remain viable in 

the seed bank for up to 

15 years.  

 

High probability of 

management success 

with sustained 

application. 

 

High risk to public 

health and safety.  

 

Do nothing scenario 

allows significant 

uncontrolled, 

dominance/dispersal 

of this IAS in the 

habitat and continued 

high risk to human 

health. 

Prevention / 

Early 

Detection 

Rapid 

Response 

(EDRR) / 

Biosecurity 

Low Low High Prevention, EDRR and Biosecurity will provide a 

low-cost solution with low ecological impact for 

all IAS in the area. This will involve sustained 

monitoring, awareness raising, biosecurity 

facilities (boot brushes) and site-specific 

biosecurity plans during any planned works in 

areas close to any infestations. This will also 

involve the implementation of a catchment wide 

Management Plan to prevent reinfestation from 

upstream. 

Foliar 

herbicide 

application 

 

Low 

 

Low 

 

High 

 

Foliar herbicide application offers a low ecological 

disruption and most labour/cost effective solution 

to the short- and long-term management of Giant 

hogweed within the project area.  

Cut and fill 

 

Medium 

 

Low 

 

Medium 

 

Cut/fill herbicide offers a very low ecological 

impact but with higher labour/costs for ongoing 

management. This method also represents a 

significantly greater health and safety risk to 

management personnel. 

Tap root 

cutting 

 

Medium 

 

Low 

 

Medium 

 

Tap root cutting offers a very low ecological 

impact but with higher labour/costs for ongoing 

management. This method also represents a 

significantly greater health and safety risk to 

management personnel. 

Soil 

excavation 

High High Low High potential for reinfestation, excavation is a 

highly disruptive, high labour/cost, undesirable 

long-term management method. 
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2.4. Proposed project works for the management of Giant hogweed 

It is proposed that a combination of foliar herbicide application using a Glyphosate based 

product and tap root cutting will be employed for the management of Giant hogweed in the 

project area (Figure 2.6). A full RAMS document outlining the works procedure and all risks 

assessment has been provided in Appendix 4. 

 

Figure 2.5: An extract from the óToem Stream_010 Sub-basin Giant Hogweed Management 

Plan - Preliminary Reportô provided to INVAS as part of the FFW EIP_AGRI Project Giant 
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Hogweed Management Pilot Project in County Tipperary, outlining the proposed management 

methods to be employed by the Contractor.  

 

Figure 2.6: An extract from the óToem Stream_010 Sub-basin Giant Hogweed Management 

Plan - Preliminary Reportô provided to INVAS as part of the FFW EIP_AGRI Project Giant 

Hogweed Management Pilot Project in County Tipperary, outlining the proposed management 

methods to be employed by the Contractor and proposed works schedule.  

2.5. Monitoring post treatment 

For species such as Giant hogweed, annual monitoring in March/April is vital. Any Giant 

hogweed plants or stands that are observed at this time should be recorded, mapped and 

scheduled for retreatment throughout the year. A long-term Management Plan will focus on 

sustained management for up to 15 years from the year of first treatment to allow for the 

germination of all seeds within the seed bank.  
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2.6. Long-term Management Plan 

A comprehensive long-term Management Plan for the four sub basins should consider 

prioritising the management of Giant hogweed in the furthest areas upstream. This will  be 

started in Summer 2026. Best results for herbicide control on Giant hogweed are attained by 

treating the vegetation with herbicide in the spring and summer when plentiful above ground 

vegetation for this IAPS is present. 

The placement of informative signage adjacent to these IAPS or at public locations or access 

points that outlines the risks posed by each species may help to raise awareness and disseminate 

knowledge to the users of the project area. 

2.7. Site access  

The management contractor will make all reasonable efforts to request permission from 

landowners, and to inform relevant authorities, in advance of any access to private lands. The 

management contractor will carry the required permission documents provided by the FFW 

project at all times during the management works. Some minor vegetation disturbance and 

trampling will be required to access the management area, and this will be minimised where 

possible. Where possible when an IAS infestation is identified, incursion into the infested area 

will be avoided and management will take place along the periphery of infestations. Access 

will be via existing roadways and access points to be determined by the management 

contractor. 

2.8. Biosecurity 

As a standard practice during all IAS surveys and management regardless of their location in 

relation to any Natura 2000 site, the Contractor and associates will  follow rigorous biosecurity 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) before, during and after all site visits. The purpose of the 

biosecurity SOPôs are to provide standardised practical methods for cleaning and disinfecting 

all equipment that comes into contact with IAS or potentially infested areas while carrying out 

works. The Biosecurity SOP will enhance the clients existing biosecurity activity to deliver an 

improved biosecurity system that will help stop the introduction and spread of IAS during 

operations conducted by the management contractor.  
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Figure 2.7: An extract from the óToem Stream_010 Sub-basin Giant Hogweed Management 

Plan - Preliminary Reportô provided to INVAS as part of the FFW EIP_AGRI Project Giant 

Hogweed Management Pilot Project in County Tipperary, outlining the proposed biosecurity 

controls to be employed by the Contractor.  
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3. IDENTIFICATION OF NATURA 2000 SITES POTENTIALLY 

AFFECTED 

A portion of the proposed project area is located within the Lower River Shannon SAC 

(IE0002165) NATURA 2000 site. The Natura 2000 sites has a direct hydrological link to the 

proposed works sites. Slievefelim to Silvermines Mountains SPA (IE004165)(1.2km), Lower 

River Shannon SAC (works to take place within boundaries), Philipston Marsh SAC 

(IE001847)(within boundaries of sub basin), Lower River Suir SAC (IE002137)(100m), 

Anglesey Road SAC (IE002125)(2.3km), Glenstall Wood (IE001432)(12.1km), Clare Glen 

SAC (IE000930)(12.5km), Bolingbrook Hill SAC (IE002124)(12.6km), Keeper Hill SAC 

(IE001197)(12.8km) and Moanour Mountain SAC (IE002257)(14.5km) are all located within 

the 15km buffer zone. Following the guidance provided in DEHLG (2010) and taking into 

account the key variables outlined above, the likely zone of impact for the Project was defined 

as the area within the river sub-basin limits (source: Environmental Protection Agency Data) 

of all watercourses crossed by and within 1 km of the Project. Following the precautionary 

principle, NATURA 2000 sites within 15km and those with potential biological corridor links 

(watercourses beyond 3km) are included as part of the AA Screening (Table 3.1). The River 

Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA (IE004077)(27km) is recorded downstream of the 

proposed project area. The following maps provide a visual representation of these sites, while 

Table 3.1 identifies the conservation objectives, features of interest and the potential impact of 

the proposed project works.
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Figure 3.1: The river network within 15km of the proposed work site. 
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Figure 3.2: Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) within 15km of the proposed work site. 
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Figure 3.3: Special Protection Areas (SPAôs) within 15km of the proposed work site. 
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Table 3.1: A list of NATURA 2000 sites within 15km of the proposed works. Also included are those sites with a direct hydrological link to the 

works site, both upstream and downstream.  

Site 

Name/Code 

Features of Interest Potential impacts of works on Natura 2000 site Further Assessment required due to 

potential impacts  

Special Protection Areas within 15km 

Slievefelim to 

Silvermines 

Mountains SPA 

 

IE004165 

 

1.2km 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/spa/004165 

 

Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus) 

[A082] 

 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Species - All species and the habitats that they 

depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted by 

proposed works due to the nature of the works. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 

Special Protection Areas beyond 15km 

River Shannon 

and River 

Fergus Estuaries 

SPA 

 

IE004077 

 

27km 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/spa/004077 

 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax 

carbo) [A017] 

Whooper Swan (Cygnus 

cygnus) [A038] 

Light-bellied Brent Goose 

(Branta bernicla hrota) 

[A046] 

Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 

[A048] 

Teal (Anas crecca) [A052] 

Pintail (Anas acuta) [A054] 

Scaup (Aythya marila) [A062] 

Ringed Plover (Charadrius 

hiaticula) [A137] 

Golden Plover (Pluvialis 

apricaria) [A140] 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Species - All species and the habitats that they 

depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted by 

proposed works due to the nature of the works. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 
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Grey Plover (Pluvialis 

squatarola) [A141] 

Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 

[A142] 

Knot (Calidris canutus) 

[A143] 

Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 

[A149] 

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa 

limosa) [A156] 

Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa 

lapponica) [A157] 

Curlew (Numenius arquata) 

[A160] 

Redshank (Tringa totanus) 

[A162] 

Greenshank (Tringa 

nebularia) [A164] 

Black-headed Gull 

(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

[A179] 

Wigeon (Mareca penelope) 

[A855] 

Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) 

[A857] 

Wetland and Waterbirds 

[A999] 

 

Special Areas of Conservation within 15km 

Lower River 

Shannon SAC 

 

002165 

 

Sandbanks which are slightly 

covered by sea water all the 

time [1110] 

Estuaries [1130] 

Conservation Objectives ï To maintain the favourable 

conservation condition of habitats and species of community 

interest 

 

No 

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have an adverse effect on the 

Conservation Objectives or Features of 
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Works within 

boundaries 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/002165 

 

 

Mudflats and sandflats not 

covered by seawater at low 

tide [1140] 

Coastal lagoons [1150] 

Large shallow inlets and bays 

[1160] 

Reefs [1170] 

Perennial vegetation of stony 

banks [1220] 

Vegetated sea cliffs of the 

Atlantic and Baltic coasts 

[1230] 

Salicornia and other annuals 

colonising mud and sand 

[1310] 

Atlantic salt meadows 

(Glauco-Puccinellietalia 

maritimae) [1330] 

Mediterranean salt meadows 

(Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] 

Water courses of plain to 

montane levels with the 

Ranunculion fluitantis and 

Callitricho-Batrachion 

vegetation [3260] 

Molinia meadows on 

calcareous, peaty or clayey-

silt-laden soils (Molinion 

caeruleae) [6410] 

Alluvial forests with Alnus 

glutinosa and Fraxinus 

excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion 

incanae, Salicion albae) 

[91E0] 

[1110], [1130], [1140], [1150], [1160], [1170], [1220], 

[1230], [1310], [1330] & [1410] ï Estuarine, Coastal or 

Marine habitats.  

 

[3260] ï Watercourses with floating river vegetation 

throughout the SAC. Impacted by sedimentation caused by 

IAPS. 

 

[6410] - The full extent of this habitat has not been mapped 

in detail in the SAC and thus the total area of the qualifying 

habitat is unknown. It is likely to be found in other locations 

also (NPWS internal files). 

 

[91E0] ï NSNW: 1861 recorded within the works area at 

Cahernahallia_020. Giant hogweed is specifically mentioned 

as a negative indicator species in this habitat in the 

Conservation Objectives document. 

 

[1029] ï Reported in a tributary beyond the 15km buffer zone 

and with no direct hydrological link to the proposed works 

site (Appendix 1). 

 

[1095], [1096] & [1099] - Impacted by sedimentation caused 

by IAPS. 

 

[1106] - Impacted by sedimentation caused by IAPS. 

 

[1349] - Estuarine, Coastal or Marine species. 

 

[1355] - Proposed works zone not identified as being within 

Otter commuter buffer. 

 

interest for this SAC. The works aim to 

maintain the favourable conservation 

condition of Freshwater Pearl Mussel, 

Otter and Atlantic Salmon as well as 

several habitats within this SAC. The 

proposed works are necessary to the 

management of the SAC to improve the 

water quality impacts associated with 

IAPS. 

 

As outlined in the previous column, 

several of the protected habitats and 

species in the Conservation Objectives 

were not recorded and are not reported 

within the proposed works zone. There 

will be no heavy machinery activity as 

part of the proposed works. No instream 

works or associated silt generation 

proposed and biosecurity measures in 

place as part of standard IAPS 

Management Plan. The proposed works 

are likely to improve habitat throughout 

the catchment through the management 

of IAPS recorded and allowing the 

regrowth of native plant species. The 

works will reduce the risk of bankside 

destabilisation and siltation associated 

with the IAPS recorded. The improved 

bankside stability due to the 

management of IAPS will reduce 

siltation that can have a harmful impact 

on Freshwater Pearl Mussel habitat, 

Otter foraging/habitat, Lamprey and 

Atlantic Salmon spawning sites. Foliar 
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Margaritifera margaritifera 

(Freshwater Pearl Mussel) 

[1029] 

Petromyzon marinus (Sea 

Lamprey) [1095] 

Lampetra planeri (Brook 

Lamprey) [1096] 

Lampetra fluviatilis (River 

Lamprey) [1099] 

Salmo salar (Salmon) [1106] 

Tursiops truncatus (Common 

Bottlenose Dolphin) [1349] 

Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

Hydrological link ï Proposed works throughout riparian zone 

of the Cahernahallia_020 sub basin, Lower River Shannon 

SAC. 

 

Compliance - All works will comply with IFI and National 

Parks and Wildlife Service requirements outlined in this 

document. All works will be carried out in full compliance to 

ensure compliance with Water Pollution Acts.  

Noise and disturbance impacts ï No proposed mechanical 

activity. Localised with no foreseeable impacts on the SAC 

herbicide application to utilise 

Glyphosate based herbicide approved 

for use in and near water. Standard 

practice precautions, including the 

Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive 

and biosecurity protocols, will be used 

in proximity to the main rivers and 

adjoining drains and watercourses 

where management works are to take 

place, including the use of low-drift 

Beta nozzles. Herbicide application 

must be carried out by fully trained and 

licenced staff and follow the 

manufacturers guidelines.  

Philipston 

Marsh SAC 

  

001847 

 

Within the 

boundaries of 

the sub basin 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/001847 

Transition mires and quaking 

bogs [7140] 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Habitats - All species and the habitats that they 

depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted by the 

proposed works. Adjacent to the proposed works site. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 

Lower River 

Suir SAC 

 

002137 

 

100m  
 

Atlantic salt meadows 

(Glauco-Puccinellietalia 

maritimae) [1330] 

Water courses of plain to 

montane levels with the 

Ranunculion fluitantis and 

Callitricho-Batrachion 

vegetation [3260] 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Species and Habitats - All species and the habitats 

that they depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted 

by the proposed works. All within a different catchment to 

the proposed works. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 
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https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/002137 

 

Hydrophilous tall herb fringe 

communities of plains and of 

the montane to alpine levels 

[6430] 

Old sessile oak woods with 

Ilex and Blechnum in the 

British Isles [91A0] 

Alluvial forests with Alnus 

glutinosa and Fraxinus 

excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion 

incanae, Salicion albae) 

[91E0] 

Taxus baccata woods of the 

British Isles [91J0] 

Margaritifera margaritifera 

(Freshwater Pearl Mussel) 

[1029] 

Austropotamobius pallipes 

(White-clawed Crayfish) 

[1092] 

Petromyzon marinus (Sea 

Lamprey) [1095] 

Lampetra planeri (Brook 

Lamprey) [1096] 

Lampetra fluviatilis (River 

Lamprey) [1099] 

Alosa fallax fallax (Twaite 

Shad) [1103] 

Salmo salar (Salmon) [1106] 

Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

Anglesey Road 

SAC 

 

002125 

Species-rich Nardus 

grasslands, on siliceous 

substrates in mountain areas 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 



 
 

28 
 

 

2.3km 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/002125 

(and submountain areas, in 

Continental Europe) [6230] 

Protected Species and Habitats - All species and the habitats 

that they depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted 

by the proposed works. 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 

Glenstall Wood 

 

IE001432 

 

12.1km 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/001432 

Vandenboschia speciosa 

(Killarney Fern) [6985] 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Habitats - All species and the habitats that they 

depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted by the 

proposed works. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 

Clare Glen SAC 

 

IE000930 

 

12.5km 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/000930 

Old sessile oak woods with 

Ilex and Blechnum in the 

British Isles [91A0] 

Vandenboschia speciosa 

(Killarney Fern) [6985] 

 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Habitats - All species and the habitats that they 

depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted by the 

proposed works. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 

Bolingbrook 

Hill SAC 

 

002124 

 

12.6km 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/002124 

Northern Atlantic wet heaths 

with Erica tetralix [4010] 

European dry heaths [4030] 

Species-rich Nardus 

grasslands, on siliceous 

substrates in mountain areas 

(and submountain areas, in 

Continental Europe) [6230] 

 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Habitats - All species and the habitats that they 

depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted by the 

proposed works. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 
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Keeper Hill 

SAC  

 

001197 

 

12.8km 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/001197

  

Northern Atlantic wet heaths 

with Erica tetralix [4010] 

Blanket bogs (* if active bog) 

[7130] 

 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Habitats - All species and the habitats that they 

depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted by the 

proposed works. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 

Moanour 

Mountain SAC  

 

IE002257 

 

14.5km 

 

https://www.np

ws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/002257 

Northern Atlantic wet heaths 

with Erica tetralix [4010] 

European dry heaths [4030] 

 

Conservation Objectives - To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation status of habitats and species of 

community interest. 

 

Protected Habitats - All species and the habitats that they 

depend on are unlikely to be disturbed or impacted by the 

proposed works. 

No  

 

The proposed works are not likely to 

have a significant direct or indirect 

effect the Conservation Objectives or 

Features of interest for this SAC. 
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Table 3.2: A list of Qualifying Interests (QI) that may be impacted by the works in NATURA 

2000 sites.  

Qualifying 

Interest 

Conservation 

Objectives 

Positive or negative impacts of the 

proposed works 

Non-standard 

mitigation 

measures 

required for 

negative 

impacts 

Water courses 

of plain to 

montane levels 

with the 

Ranunculion 

fluitantis and 

Callitricho-

Batrachion 

vegetation 

[3260] 

To restore the 

favourable 

conservation 

condition of 

Water courses 

of plain to 

montane levels 

with the 

Ranunculion 

fluitantis and 

Callitricho-

Batrachion 

vegetation in 

Lower River 

Shannon SAC 

 

 

Positive:  

¶ A greatly reduced risk of 

introduction and proliferation of 

IAPS within the protected habitat as 

a result of accidental or natural 

dispersal.  

¶ A reduction in the local dominance 

of IAPS already present in the 

protected habitat will result in the 

natural recolonisation of native 

plant species .  

¶ Targeted herbicide application for 

Giant hogweed.  

¶ Work will be carried out by expert 

personnel to minimise drift and any 

risk to non-target plant species.  

¶ Although this is a multiannual 

approach, following herbicide 

treatment in year one, it can be 

expected that the dominance of 

IAPS will be greatly reduced. Only 

spot treatment will be required and a 

significantly lower quantity of 

herbicide will be used in subsequent 

years. 

 

Negative:  

¶ Minor short-term disturbances due 

to pedestrian traffic related to 

herbicide application and shrub 

cutting.   

None 

Molinia 

meadows on 

calcareous, 

peaty or clayey-

silt-laden soils 

(Molinion 

caeruleae) 

[6410] 

To restore the 

favourable 

conservation 

condition of 

Molinia 

meadows on 

calcareous, 

peaty or clayey-

silt-laden soils 

(Molinion 

caeruleae) in 

Lower River 

Shannon SAC 

 

Positive:  

¶ A greatly reduced risk of 

introduction and proliferation of 

IAPS within the protected habitat as 

a result of accidental or natural 

dispersal.  

¶ A reduction in the local dominance 

of IAPS already present in the 

protected habitat will result in the 

natural recolonisation of native 

plant species .  

¶ Targeted herbicide application for 

Giant hogweed.  

None 
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¶ Work will be carried out by expert 

personnel to minimise drift and any 

risk to non-target plant species.  

¶ Although this is a multiannual 

approach, following herbicide 

treatment in year one, it can be 

expected that the dominance of 

IAPS will be greatly reduced. Only 

spot treatment will be required and a 

significantly lower quantity of 

herbicide will be used in subsequent 

years. 

 

Negative:  

¶ Minor short-term disturbances due 

to pedestrian traffic related to 

herbicide application and shrub 

cutting.   

Alluvial forests 

with Alnus 

glutinosa and 

Fraxinus 

excelsior (Alno-

Padion, Alnion 

incanae, 

Salicion albae) 

[91E0] 

 

To restore the 

favourable 

conservation 

condition of 

Alluvial forests 

with Alnus 

glutinosa and 

Fraxinus 

excelsior (Alno-

Padion, Alnion 

incanae, 

Salicion albae) 

in Lower River 

Shannon SAC 

 

Positive:  

¶ A greatly reduced risk of 

introduction and proliferation of 

IAPS within the protected habitat as 

a result of accidental or natural 

dispersal.  

¶ A reduction in the local dominance 

of IAPS already present in the 

protected habitat will result in the 

natural recolonisation of native 

plant species .  

¶ Targeted herbicide application for 

Giant hogweed.  

¶ Work will be carried out by expert 

personnel to minimise drift and any 

risk to non-target plant species.  

¶ Although this is a multiannual 

approach, following herbicide 

treatment in year one, it can be 

expected that the dominance of 

IAPS will be greatly reduced. Only 

spot treatment will be required and a 

significantly lower quantity of 

herbicide will be used in subsequent 

years. 

 

Negative:  

¶ Minor short-term disturbances due 

to pedestrian traffic related to 

herbicide application and shrub 

cutting.   

None 

Margaritifera 

margaritifera 

(Freshwater 

To restore the 

favourable 

conservation 

condition of 

Positive:  

¶ The proposed works are likely to 

improve habitat on the sub-basins 

through the management of IAPS.  

None 
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Pearl Mussel) 

[1029] 

Freshwater Pearl 

Mussel in 

Lower River 

Shannon SAC 

 

¶ The works will reduce the risk of 

bank destabilisation and siltation 

associated with the IAPS recorded. 

The improved bankside stability due 

to the management of IAPS will 

reduce siltation that can have a 

harmful impact on Freshwater Pearl 

Mussel habitat. 

¶ No instream works. 

¶ Work will be carried out by expert 

personnel to minimise drift and any 

risk to non-target plant species.  

¶ Although this is a multiannual 

approach, following herbicide 

treatment in year one, it can be 

expected that the dominance of 

IAPS will be greatly reduced. Only 

spot treatment will be required, and 

a significantly lower quantity of 

herbicide will be used in subsequent 

years. 

¶ No Margaretifera sensitive habitats 

reported in the Dead River 

Catchment (Appendix 1). 

Salmo salar 

(Salmon) [1106] 

Petromyzon 

marinus (Sea 

Lamprey) 

[1095] 

Lampetra 

planeri (Brook 

Lamprey) 

[1096] 

Lampetra 

fluviatilis (River 

Lamprey) 

[1099] 

 

To maintain the 

favourable 

conservation 

condition of 

Atlantic Salmon 

in Lower River 

Shannon SAC 

 

Positive:  

¶ The proposed works are likely to 

improve habitat on the sub-basins 

through the management of IAPS.  

¶ The works will reduce the risk of 

bank destabilisation and siltation 

associated with the IAPS recorded. 

The improved bankside stability due 

to the management of IAPS will 

reduce siltation that can have a 

harmful impact spawning sites for 

Salmon and Lamprey. 

¶ No instream works. 

¶ Work will be carried out by expert 

personnel to minimise drift and any 

risk to non-target plant species.  

¶ Although this is a multiannual 

approach, following herbicide 

treatment in year one, it can be 

expected that the dominance of 

IAPS will be greatly reduced. Only 

spot treatment will be required, and 

a significantly lower quantity of 

herbicide will be used in subsequent 

years. 

Negative:  

¶ Minor short-term disturbances due 

to herbicide application and tree 

cutting. Salmon and Lamprey will 

None 
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be able to temporarily migrate up or 

downstream to avoid these impacts. 

No instream works. 

Lutra lutra 

(Otter) [1355] 

To maintain the 

favourable 

conservation 

condition of 

Otter in Lower 

River Shannon 

SAC 

 

Positive:  

¶ The proposed works are likely to 

improve habitat on the sub-basins 

through the management of IAPS.  

¶ The works will reduce the risk of 

bank destabilisation and siltation 

associated with the IAPS recorded. 

The improved bankside stability due 

to the management of IAPS will 

reduce siltation that can have a 

harmful impact on Freshwater Pearl 

Mussel habitat. 

¶ No instream works. 

¶ Work will be carried out by expert 

personnel to minimise drift and any 

risk to non-target plant species.  

¶ Although this is a multiannual 

approach, following herbicide 

treatment in year one, it can be 

expected that the dominance of 

IAPS will be greatly reduced. Only 

spot treatment will be required, and 

a significantly lower quantity of 

herbicide will be used in subsequent 

years. 

Negative:  

¶ Minor short-term disturbances due 

to herbicide application and tree 

cutting. Otter will be able to 

temporarily migrate up or 

downstream to avoid these impacts. 

No instream works. Proposed works 

zone not identified as being within 

Otter commuter buffer. 

None 
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4. PROPOSED PROJECT AND IN -COMBINATION  ASSESSMENT 

Through the use of standard practice biosecurity procedures, the risks of any potential negative 

impacts on any Natura 2000 site and their habitats and species are very low as a result of this 

survey. It is also unlikely that any in-combination effects will occur through 

agricultural/forestry practices, bridge/roads operation/maintenance, rural/urban development, 

other ongoing plans/projects or other anthropogenic activity.  

4.1. Noise Assessment 

The proposed survey sites are primarily located in forestry and agricultural land and urban 

areas in rural County Tipperary. The general daily anthropogenic activities have the potential 

to cause significantly greater noise pollution in the area than the proposed works. In assessing 

the potential impact of noise from construction sites, reference should be made to the National 

Roads Authority (NRA) guidelines, Guidelines for the Treatment of Noise and Vibration in 

National Road Schemes (2004). The noise pollution generated will not be likely to be excessive 

and will be limited to arrival on site in a vehicle. No significant effects are foreseen at any 

Natura 2000 sites. No impacts are foreseen on features of interest of conservation objectives of 

Natura 2000 sites from noise generated from the survey or the associated traffic.  

4.2. Source/Pathway/Receptor Assessment 

4.2.1. Source 

The biosecurity measures outlined in Section 3 will provide protection against the spread of 

IAS. All works will comply with IFI, Tipperary County Council and National Parks and 

Wildlife Service recommendations outlined in this document. All works will comply with the 

Contractors Biosecurity Protocols (Appendix 3). All works will follow guidelines and 

protocols set out as part of standard operating procedures in and near watercourses, regardless 

of the protection status of the proposed works area or watercourse. These are all standard 

practice measures and are not necessary for the protection of Natura 2000 sites. 

4.2.2. Pathway 

There is a direct pathway to the Natura 2000 site as part of this survey. The employment of 

strict biosecurity protocols will reduce the risk of spread of any IAS as part of the proposed 

works. The employment of standard herbicide application protocols following the best practice 

guidelines will reduce the risk of any drift as part of the proposed works.  
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4.2.3. Receptor 

The potential impacts are limited to the disturbance of protected species or the spread of IAS. 

The employment of strict biosecurity protocols will reduce the risk of spread of any IAS as part 

of these works. The employment of standard herbicide application protocols following the best 

practice guidelines will reduce the risk of any drift as part of the proposed works. It is concluded 

there is no likely impact above statutory thresholds on any Natura 2000 site. 

4.3. In-Combination Effects 

The catchment has been the focus of major conservation projectsðsuch as the EU-funded 

MulkearLIFE project and the local farmer-led Mulkear EIPðto restore riparian habitats, 

improve water quality, and manage agricultural impact. This proposed IAPS management 

project will contribute to the long-term success of these European funded projects and will 

strive to improve water quality throughout the catchment by managing Giant hogweed.  

Following a check of the Tipperary County Council Planning Application Maps, proposed 

projects in the area were primarly limited to domestic and agricultural developments. There are 

no likely significant in-combination effects envisaged that are likely to have a significant 

negative effect on a Natura 2000 site. 

4.4. Appropriate Assessment Screening Conclusion  

A screening to identify potential links between the proposed project and any potentially 

significant adverse effects on the Conservation Objectives and Features of Interest of Natura 

2000 sites was carried out following the precautionary principle and Source/Pathway/Receptor 

model (Table 3.1). Based on objective information and assessment, all Natura 2000 sites 

considered in Table 3.1 have been excluded from the Stage 2 NIS. Works associated with the 

IAPS Management Plan will take place within the boundaries of the Lower River 

Shannon SAC and are directly connected with the management of this Natura 2000 site. The 

project aims to enhance the SAC primarily through the herbicide management of the IAPS 

recorded. The enhancement works are likely to have long-term positive effects on the SAC due 

to the improvement of bankside stability and integrity in the riparian habitat. If the IAPS were 

not to be targeted by a management program, it is certain that bankside erosion and dispersal 

of seeds and other propagules will occur. This will result in the spread of the IAPS into 

previously uninfested areas downstream and exacerbate their overall impacts on the Mulkear 

Catchment. The management programs will also create awareness of the impacts of invasive 

species among the local community and create a knowledge base among local landowners of 
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the problematic species that should be avoided during other land management practices. Giant 

hogweed is well established on the Mulkear River. There is huge potential for lateral expansion 

of these aggressive colonisers throughout the riparian zone and into agricultural, forestry and 

private properties. There is evidence that these species are expanding their ranges into these 

areas throughout the surveyed areas. This spread will continue through seed dispersal by the 

public or contractors, probably resulting in the widespread expansion of these populations 

beyond the catchment. This spread will have negative impacts on native floral biodiversity, 

will impact free movement of the farmers through farmland and public along tracks and trails. 

The potential zone of influence for this project will be restricted to the bankside habitat of the 

proposed project plus a 20-meter buffer zone. No effects are foreseen on any other Natura 2000 

sites due to the nature of the project. There is no potential for significant effects on this SAC 

and protected species linked to the proposed management of the riparian habitat on any of the 

Conservation Objectives and Features of Interest for the Lower River Shannon SAC. The 

implementation of standard operational phase controls in compliance with the IAPS 

Management Plan, IFI Guidelines/ Protocols, Water Pollution Acts, Tipperary County Council 

and the National Parks and Wildlife Service requirements that have been outlined in this 

document will ensure protection of the riparian habitat and its associated fauna and flora on the 

Mulkear River. Mitigating measures may no longer be considered by competent authorities in 

the ñscreening stageò of the AA process when determining whether a proposed plan/project is 

likely to have a significant effect on a Natura 2000 site (Court of Justice of the European Union 

People Over Wind and Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta). The mitigating measures relating to 

biosecurity are considered standard practice when managing IAPS. The measures in place 

relating to foliar herbicide application are also considered to be standard practice when working 

in or near watercourse. On the basis of the content of this report, the competent authority is 

enabled to conduct a Stage 1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment and consider whether, in 

view of best scientific knowledge and in view of the conservation objectives of the relevant 

European sites, the Proposed Development, individually or in combination with other plans or 

projects, is likely to have a significant effect on any European site. There is no possibility of 

significant negative impacts on Natura 2000 sites, features of interest or site-specific 

conservation objectives. No significant effects on Natura 2000 sites are likely. Based on the 

above AA Screening, a Natura Impact Statement is not required. As a result, the AA process 

should not proceed to Stage 2, Natura Impact Statement.  
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5. CONCLUSIONS 

The proposed works involve the management of IAS throughout the upper catchments of the 

outlined Rivers and their tributaries. These works are not likely to have any significant impact 

on other Features of Interest. To protect local biodiversity features the proposed survey will be 

carried out in full compliance with the Management Plan, Tipperary County Council and the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service recommendations set out in this document. As outlined in 

the AA screening the proposed works are not likely to have a significant impact on any features 

of interest or conservation objectives of Natura 2000 sites within 15km or the proposed works 

or Natura 2000 sites with a hydrological link to the proposed survey area. The proposed works 

will not impact on the Features of Interest of Natura 2000 sites downstream of the works due 

to the nature of the works. Water quality and potentially impacted Features of Interest will  be 

adequately protected during the construction phase using standard biosecurity and herbicide 

application operating procedures.  

A screening to identify potential links between the proposed project and any potential  

significant adverse effects on the Conservation Objectives and Features of Interest of Natura 

2000 sites was carried out following the precautionary principle and Source/Pathway/Receptor 

model. Based on objective information and assessment, all Natura 2000 sites considered have 

been excluded from the stage 2 NIS. In the absence of any mitigation measure being 

implemented as part of the proposed survey a Stage 1 AA screening is deemed to be sufficient. 

Although hydrologically linked, the proposed survey will have no foreseeable impact on the 

Conservation Objectives or Features of Interest on this, or any other Natura 2000 site.  
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Appendix 1: EPA records of the closest Margaritifera margaritifera sensitive areas. All 

surveys will take place within the yellow areas. Yellow areas denote catchments where 

Margaritifera margaritifera were previously recorded, but the current status is unknown.  
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Appendix 2: Method Statement (Additions). Site specific ï Tipperary IAS Management. 

Biosecurity Measures working in (or beside) Rivers 

 

Care will be taken to ensure that no invasive species or fish pathogen are transferred from one 

watercourse to another.  Such organisms can be very damaging to resident fish stock the 

aquatic habitat and the general environment. 

In order to ensure that no invasive species are transferred between watercourses the following 

procedure will be carried out. 

 

Items of equipment that might require attention would include clothing, boots, wellingtons 

and waders, ropes and straps, and any mechanical equipment.   Care will be taken both before 

arrival at a watercourse and before leaving.  

 

Before arrival on site 

All equipment, clothing and footwear will be cleaned and disinfected as appropriate using a 

proprietary disinfectant product. 

 

A foot bath disinfection point will be placed at the access point to the site of operation to be 

used by all visiting personal. 

 

After work has concluded 

All equipment will be inspected and any attached material will be removed and safely 

disposed of, and disinfected. 

All clothing and footwear will be disinfected on leaving the site. 
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Appendix 3: Guidelines on Protection of Fisheries During Construction Works in and 

Adjacent to Waters (2016). 
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