
RECEPTOR MEASURES

30. 31. 32. BOVINE, OVINE 
EXCLUSION FROM WATERBODIES

Fence off water bodies (such as rivers, streams, drains, ponds, and 
lakes) to prevent access by bovine and ovine livestock. This will 
help reduce the impacts of nutrient and sediment enrichment, as 
well as prevent bank destabilisation. This measure should only be 
recommended when it is expected to provide a significant benefit to 
water quality.

REQUIREMENTS
1.	 Erect a permanent fence 1.5m from the top of the bank of 

any surface water (rivers, streams, drains, ponds, lakes, etc.). 
Measure from the top of the riverbank, even if the bank is 
sloped, and not from the highest waterline. 

2.	 Ensure that there is no risk of double funding with TAMS. 

3.	 The fence must be fit for purpose. It is required to follow the 
DAFM Minimum specification for Farm Fencing S148 & Accepted 
Fencing Post Suppliers Specification S148A (equivalent to TAMS 
requirement). 

4.	 Cutting of hedgerow vegetation inside the fence line is 
permitted but cannot take place between the 1st of March and 
the 31st of August each year. Consider leaving a gap to allow 
access for maintenance. Strimming of grass beneath wires is 
permitted as needed throughout the year. 
 

5.	 Extensive removal of existing vegetation to facilitate fencing is 
contrary to the objective of this measure and therefore cannot 
be allowed within the EIP 

6.	 Livestock are not permitted inside the fence line. The battery 
can also power secondary devices, such as an electric fence, 
meaning you do not need to apply for a separate solar-powered 
electric fencer with this measure. 

7.	 All fencing must be carried out in compliance with all relevant 
legal obligations. Fencing of commonage land or previously 
unclosed areas is not permitted. 

PAYMENT
•	 M30: Bovine exclusion from waterbodies – fencing, single 

strand electric fencing: €2.77/m. 
•	 M31: Ovine exclusion from waterbodies – fencing, sheep mesh 

and 1 strand of wire: €6.75/m.  
The lowest line of the sheep wire mesh must be  
100mm above ground level to allow adequate  
clearance for wildlife.

•	 M32: Ovine exclusion from waterbodies (mountain rate) – 
fencing, sheep mesh and 1 strand of wire: €8.81/m. The lowest 
line of the sheep wire mesh  
must be 100mm above ground level to allow  
adequate clearance for wildlife.

•	 Cumulative meters of fencing paid is 1000m and can be made 
up of any combination of M30, M31 & M32  
e.g.: 500m of M30 plus 500m of M31. Min of 5m required. Max of 
1000m.

•	 Applicants cannot apply for Measures 30, 31 & 32  
and Linear Riparian Buffer Zones Measures 15 & 16  
on the same section i.e. fencing cost is already included in the 
Linear Riparian Buffer Zone costing.

 
VALIDATION 
Relevant geotagged photo showing clearly the measure that has 
been applied for & proof of costs. No proof of costs are required 
under 10m. 

Speak to your advisor today or check out the Farming for Water  
website www.farmingforwater.ie for further information. 
Phone our office on 062 33063 - Office hours 9:00am – 4:30pm.
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