
RECEPTOR MEASURES

34. 35. 36. 37. ALTERNATIVE WATER SUPPLY (M34 & M35), 
WATER TROUGHS (M36), PIPING AND FITTINGS (M37)

Pasture pumps and solar powered pumps with water troughs 
are a sustainable way to provide drinking water to livestock. 
Implementing this measure on farms will prevent livestock access 
to river channels thereby preventing damage to channel banks, 
reduce hydromorphological impacts and help to improve water 
quality. This measure is only applicable to those with a Grassland 
Stocking Rate <170kgs/ha.

REQUIREMENTS
1.	 To be eligible to apply for this measure there must be a clear 

requirement to provide an alternative drinking water supply 
source to livestock.  

2.	 Ensure that there is no risk of double funding with TAMS. 
 

3.	 Measures 34, 35, 36 & 37 can only be applied for in conjunction 
with measures M15, M30, M31, M32 or where a drinking point has 
been closed to exclude livestock for drinking purposes.  

4.	 All pasture pumps & water troughs must be located at least 
20m from surface waters (includes open drains). 

5.	 Pasture pumps, solar powered pumps & water troughs cannot 
be located within 40m of archaeological structures. 

6.	 Troughs should be located away from wet or waterlogged 
ground which is easily poached or eroded. 

7.	 Drinking troughs are not to be located within sensitive habitats. 

8.	 Water troughs, solar pumps and pasture pumps must be fixed 

in situ where applicable, fully functional, and connected to a 
piped supply or an adequate rainwater harvesting system prior 
to payment being issued by the project team. If the equipment 
is at risk from flooding, the farmer must take appropriate 
measures to prevent damage. 

9.	 Solar pumps cannot be used if they result in an increased rate 
of water extraction from a water supply e.g. stream / river 
beyond the current extraction rate. 

10.	 If more than one pasture pump, solar pump, or water trough 
is being applied for, funding will only be provided where there 
is a clear need for the additional equipment. This may include 
situations where it is not possible to provide sufficient water to 
livestock or where connecting  
a supply to a second location is not feasible. 
 

11.	 Where multiple solar pumps are required across different 
holdings in close proximity, the advisor should work to 
facilitate farmers in coming together to install the minimum 
number of pumps needed to service the area effectively. This 
approach aims to optimise resources and reduce unnecessary 
duplication of equipment.  

12.	 The intake pipe from the stream should have a protective filter/
gauze to prevent blockage of pasture pumps. 

13.	 Measure 37 is to help cover the cost of piping and fittings 
to farmers and should match what has been applied for in 
Measures 34 and 35..



PAYMENT
•	 M34: Alternative water supply – Pasture pump: 		

up to €400/unit; min. 1, max. 4
•	 M35: Alternative water supply – Solar pump: 		

€2,500/unit; min. 1, max. 2
•	 M36: Alternative water supply – water trough: 		

up to €300/unit; min. 1, max. 5
•	 M37: Alternative water supply – piping and fittings:  

€150/unit: min 1 max: correspond with what is  
applied for in M34 & M35 only. 

 
 
VALIDATION 
Relevant geotagged photo showing clearly the measure that has 
been applied for & proof of costs.  
 
Relevant geotagged photos of the closed off drinking points/animal 
access points must be submitted.

Speak to your advisor today or check out the Farming for Water  
website www.farmingforwater.ie for further information. 
Phone our office on 062 33063 - Office hours 9:00am – 4:30pm.
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