FARMING
WATER

PATHWAY INTERCEPTION MEASURES

21. MANAGEMENT OF A
CRITICAL SOURCE AREA

Critical source areas are areas that deliver a disproportionally
high amount of pollutants compared to other areas of a water
body or subcatchment, and represent the areas with the highest
risk of impacting a water body. In order to determine where
critical source areas are located, we need to determine the
hydro(geo)logical susceptibility of the land and also the nutrient
loadings applied to that land. This measure is to mitigate against
phosphorous losses. The majority of P losses at catchment scale
are from critical source areas. These can be identified using the
PIP — P maps (ranks 1-3) and/or the EPA modelled flow delivery
paths. PIP-P maps consider the P loading at farm scale as well as
the hydro(geo)logical susceptibility of the land to overland flow.
The EPA modelled flow delivery paths are based on topography
(5m resolution) and are only modelled for soils with impaired

permeability (e.g. poorly drained minerals and peaty soils).

REQUIREMENTS

Only areas with PIP-P rankings 1-3 and/or flow delivery paths are
eligible for this measure unless the advisor provides justification that
the proposed area is at high risk for P losses in overland flow (e.g.
prone be very wet/saturated ground).

1. This measure cannot be funded on an ACRES area-based action.

2. Tillage Management practices include:

a. Noslurry/fertiliser allowed from 15th September to 15th
March inclusive.

b. No chemical control of weeds allowed at any time. Spot
spraying allowed where necessary.

c. Nodrainage allowed at any time.

d. The critical source area should, as agreed between the
applicant & ASSAP advisor, be set with grass seed by May 3lst
using non-inversion technigues (ploughing not permitted).

e. The seed mix must contain at least 3 grass species, of
which Cocksfoot must make up a minimum of 40%. Seed
labels and receipts must be kept for the duration of the
contract.
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f.  Grass mix @ 25-30kgs/ha.
i.  Meadow Fescue (Festuca pratensis),
ii.  Timothy (Phleum pratense),
ii. Perennial Ryegrass (Lolium perenne),
iv. Smooth Meadowgrass (Poa pratensis),
v. Red Fescue (Festuca Rubra),
vi. Cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) @ least 40%.
g. The mandatory 3m uncultivated margin remains
untouched as per GAP regulations.
h. If used for grazing a max stocking rate of 0.8LU/ha applies
during the period 15th September to 15th March inclusive.

3. Grassland Management practices include:

a.  Reduced stocking rate (max 0.8LU/ha) from 15th

September to 15th March inclusive.
. No slurry/fertilising during the period.

c. Nodrainage or reseeding allowed at any time.

d. No chemical control of rushes and other weeds at
any time. Spot spraying allowed where necessary.

e. These requirements may need to be adjusted
depending on localised conditions.

4. Funding is available as an annual payment for reducing
agricultural activity on these areas during high-risk periods.

5. ASSAP advisor should consider complementary measures
in conjunction with this measure where appropriate.

PAYMENT
€500/ha/yr. Min area: 0.2ha. Max of 3ha.

VALIDATION

Annual declaration signed by the farmer confirming
that the measure has been applied for between October
and March. Participants will be subject to spot checks
during the October to March period annually.

Speak to your advisor today or check out the Farming for Water
website www.farmingforwater.ie for further information.
Phone our office on 062 33063 - Office hours 9:00am - 4:30pm.

Dairy
- Industry
. Ireland

Local Authority

Cogosc

®






